CHAPTER DC
GING1
few people, even in his own days, realized the gravity of
the second great crisis in Maratha history, which the untimely
death of Shivaji precipitated in the Deccan. The first crisis occurred
when Shivaji agreed to surrender unconditionally to Raja Jayasing,
and went to Delhi, where he was made prisoner by the Emperor.
His genius and his good fortune enabled him not only to effect
his escape, but to secure from Aurangzeb himself a recognition
that he was a power in the land to be conciliated at any cost, till
he could be crushed. Shivaji was well aware of Aurangzeb's
designs on the Deccan, and the last twelve years of his life were
devoted to the sole purpose of preparing the country to receive
and repel the final blow. Forgetting internecine quarrels with the
Mahomedan kingdoms in the South, Shivaji persuaded the kings of
Bijapur and Golconda to enter into offensive and defensive
alliances with himself, and both these kingdoms profited by his
help in repelling the attacks of the Moghul generals and consented
to pay him tribute in recognition of his services. As if he had pres-
cience of coming events, Shivaji, by his conquests and alliances,
formed a new line of defence in Southern India in the Kaveri
valley, to which he could retire in case of necessity. The hill
forts along the Sahyadri Ghats and mountain ranges were kept in
a state of repair, and the naval arrangements under his commanders
were his second line of defence. Above all, the men whom he
had trained by a long course of discipline to follow him wherever
he led them, and even to anticipate his wishes with unerring loyalty
and success, the spirit of independence he had roused in all classes,
and the faith he had inspired in them—these were the chief sup-
ports of the power, which was, by the confession of friends and foes
alike, supreme in Southern India. His death was sudden as well
as premature, for he had no time to make proper arrangements for
regulating the succession to his kingdom. His eldest son had grossly
misbehaved and disobeyed his orders and gone over to the protec-
tion of the Moghul generals. On his return from the Moghul camp,
Sambhaji was kept a close prisoner at Panhala. The ministers at
Raigad knew that Sambhaji was unfitted, by his character and
habits, to carry on the task which Shivaji had begun, and they
contrived to set him aside and to place the younger son, Rajaran?,
on the throne. The Raigad ministers in their haste committed the
unfortunate mistake of not taking the army into their confidence.
The Senapati Hambirrao Mohite was not in their secret, and the

